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Club Fair 2007 by CDT Andrew Thompson, KC2PCW 

Once a year, the 

Directorate of Cadet 

Activities hosts an expo 

exclusively for cadets in 

order to showcase the 

clubs and teams that the 

United States Military 

Academy has to offer. 

Traditionally at Club 

Night, groups will set up a 

table with a poster or two 

and possibly some 

handouts that cadets can 

take back to their room to 

read.  Not content with the 

status quo, the hams 

decided to create a two 

part display. 

As cadets walked 

toward Eisenhower Hall 

for Club night, they were 

greeted on the walkway by 

the mobile ham trailer, 

manned by Wiley Grant.  

Cadets were able to try 

their hand at the radio 

from the trailer, or they 

could go inside 

Eisenhower Hall to the 

Amateur Radio table, 

where another VHF radio 

was set up and tuned to 

the club frequency.  At the 

table, the club used 

laptops to show pictures of 

our activities throughout 

the year while members 

explained what being a 

ham was all about. 

By the end of the night, 

several cadets had signed 

up to be a ham operator.  

Overall this was one of the 

most successful club night 

expoôs the Amateur Radio 

club has executed.  Great 

job hams!  

CDT Rob Corless (KC2RME) mans the W2KGY 
table as club night kicks off. 

New members sign up at the W2KGY trailer with 
CDT Wiley Grant (KC2PCV). 
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VEs (L to R): Ron Torpey (N2ATQ), LTC Tim Schmoyer 
(W2JIG), Roy Spells (KC2NDQ), Wells Farr (WB3CUF) 
and Mark Copeletti (WM2C). Thanks for making this test 

possible, gentlemen! 

West Point Amateur Radio License Exam Session by LTC Tim Schmoyer, W2JIG 

The USMA Amateur 

Radio Club held its fall test 

session on 28 October 2007 

in the Dean's Conference 

Room, Thayer Hall.  

This session we had CDT 

Rob Corless (KC2RME) 

upgrade to General Class and 

two amateur radio operators 

from the community upgrade 

to Amateur Extra. 

Mr. Ron Torpey (N2ATQ) 

and Mr. Mark Copelleti 

(WM2C) of the Orange 

County Amateur Radio Club 

joined LTC Tim Schmoyer 

(W2JIG) as Volunteer 

Examiners to facilitate the 

administration of exams up to 

Amateur Extra class. Also 

assisting were Roy Spells 

(KC2NDQ) and Wells Farr 

(WB3CUF). 

 

CDT Corless (KC2RME), unlike many stressed out test takers, 
thoroughly enjoys the challenge of the ARRL exams. 

CDT Grant (KC2PCV) goes for General. 

The club welcomes the 

following cadets to its 

membership: 

New members by CDT Joshua Mauldin, KD5FUM 

 

 
Thomas Dean,  
KB1JIJ ï EXTRA 
*accredited VE 
 
Class of 2011 

 

Christopher Kieschnik,  

Class of 2011 

 

 

Michael Weigand, 
KB3PDB ï TECH 

Class of 2011 

 

 

Eric Anderson, 
KG6ABG - GENERAL 

Class of 2011 
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On Wednesday, October 

17, LTC Schmoyer, W2JIG, 

Wiley Grant, KC2PCV, 

Rob Coreless, KC2RME, 

and Tom Dean, KB1JIJ, all 

met at the Scout Hut to train 

Boy Scout Troop 23 

towards earning the Radio 

Merit badge. 

The scouts were split 

into four groups, and 

rotated through different 

stations.  

At the first station, 

taught by Tom, KB1JIJ, the 

scouts were introduced to 

radio and the basic 

principals of amateur radio.  

Rob, KC2RME, took the 

second station, and taught 

the scouts about the basics 

of electronic theory. This 

included some hands-on 

building of circuits. Rob 

also bribed the scouts with 

candy.  

The third station, led by 

Wiley, KC2PCV, was an 

introduction to RF and 

electrical safety, as well as a 

discussion on licensing.  

Finally, LTC Schmoyer, 

W2JIG, taught the last 

station, which was about the 

electromagnetic spectrum 

and radio wave propagation. 

Radio Merit Badge, Troop 23 by CDT Thomas Dean, KB1JIJ 

 

 

[above] Boy Scouts Cameron Sullivan, 
Samuel Smith, and Braden Virdell receive 
hands-on instruction on basic electrical 
circuitry by CDT Corless (KC2RME). The 
skills they gained helped them earn the 
Radio Merit badge.  

[left] LTC Schmoyer (W2JIG) instructs Boy 
Scouts from Troop 23 on the division of 
the radio frequency spectrum. The Scouts 
received this fundamental training in 
preparation for earning the Radio Merit 
Badge and for Jamboree on the Air 2007. 

The scouts completed 

their requirements that 

Sunday by visiting the 

W2KGY ham shack and 

participating in the annual 

Jamboree on the Air. 
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On Sunday the 21st, the 

Amateur Radio Club hosted 

Girl Scouts from Troops 118 

and 126 and Boy Scouts from 

Troop 23 for the 50th annual 

Jamboree on the Air  (JOTA).  

Scouts were introduced to 

some of the fundamentals of 

ham radio, familiarized with 

all the equipment used by 

operators, and even got a 

chance to try their hands on 

the radios themselves! 

Throughout the afternoon 

the club was able to raise 

several contacts over the HF 

radio to ham radio operators 

in Germany, the Czech 

Republic, Canada (Yukon), 

and the US (ranging from a 

cub scout troop in Kansas, to 

an 82 year old ham operator 

who was broadcasting out of 

Washington state that 

couldn't say enough about the 

importance of learning 

code!).  

Overall the 2007 JOTA 

was a excellent learning 

experience for the boy scout 

troop, and it allowed USMA 

hams to get some great 

experience on the radios.  

Ham radio is just one more 

way that scouts across 

America can live up to their 

motto of 'be prepared'! 

 

Scouts Jamboree On the Air 2007  by CDT Andrew Thompson, KC2PCW 

 
Below is an article taken out of the USMA 
Newspaper, recognizing W2KGYôs hardwork. 

CDTs Mike Weigand (KB3PDB) and Andrew Thompson (KC2PCW) 
help the boy scouts make contacts. 


